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N I G H T S  F R O M  T H I S  G A L A X Y
W I L  W E I T Z E L

S T O R I E S

Q U E S T I O N S 
1. How do you think Molly in “Three Parts of 
Hunger” will react at the end once she’s had more 
time to see the old lion alive?
2. Syd seems to have a multi-sensory relation to 
the forest in “Run”; how would you describe Vincent’s 
way of seeing, hearing, and feeling the world around 
him?
3. In “One Road,” the old man in the Hilux is 
not a principal character but he seems to matter to 
Michael—how does the old man change things, or 
what role does his presence serve for Michael?
4. Kathy in “Wilderness” and “The Canoeist” is 
maybe the same person but her personal details are 
not identical. What are the overlaps? Who is she and 
what does she care about deep down??
5. In “Leviathan,” Harold seems to undergo some 
shift through this experience in the ocean with the 
tiger shark. He doesn’t usually get in the ocean, but 
he did today. What changes in him or what does he 
find within himself—or is there another way you 
would ask that question that gets at his experience 
somehow?
6. What happens at the end of “Wilderness”—

does Kathy survive? Does the wolf/do the wolves survive? What happens after the story stops telling us?
7. The narrator of “Coyote” seems lost and found at the same time, like he doesn’t know what he wants or 

where he is going, but he does. What does the coyote show him, or what does he show the coyote? How 
does traveling, movement across the land, fit into that?
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8. The woman in “The Night Shades of the Ocean’’ seems also to be on the move, both night and day, 
even though it is within the restricted sphere of an apartment and its small yard. How does the ocean 
function in this story, the tree? Why and how do they matter for her?

9. Kathy in “The Canoeist” goes out into the woods with Orion. They’ve always done that together. How do 
her relations with Orion, her father, and Paul come together—or never come together??

W R I T I N G  P R O M P T S
1. Imagine a landscape that looks just like one you know well but with a few crucial differences. What are 

those differences and how do they change what is important or real about that landscape, how its parts 
fit together? Try, if possible, in imagining these shifts in topography, weather, climate, or ecology to put 
this part of the earth you know into motion so it is at once familiar and unfamiliar. How does it own 
its stories or reveal them through these shifts you are imagining? How do we see species (human and 
non-human) adapting?

2. How can somebody alone have a conversation with a forest, a mountain, or the ocean? What if they don’t 
use words but thought and action? What would that conversation look like or sound like, feel like? How 
might the surrounding world respond? In a storm? A biodiverse language of species? What if discovery 
and exploration were ways to speak to the land or to a lake or river or sea? How might somebody coming 
to know a place, learning its shape and secrets, start to make a story out of that connection?
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